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Dear Friends of the Presidio Museum and the Fort
Lowell Museum:

And suddenly, it is the year 2026! This means it is time to consider
the 250th anniversary of our great country. For museum staff this is
just the continuation of a hectic and exciting marathon as we move
from the 250+ Celebration of Tucson / S cuk-son to the 250th
Anniversary of America. Two very different milestones but
equally important!

| am writing this letter on behalf of our staff and board members to share some of what
we have all been thinking about in the last few months. The truth is, interpreting the 250th
anniversary of our country comes with many challenges.

Fostering unity while also capturing diversity

Unlike in the past, today we are more cognizant than ever of the diversity of people who
contributed to building this country, as well as the sacrifices they made for family, country,
and community. We are also more respectful and aware of the devastation and loss suffered
by people of all backgrounds, which is a critical part of the story of this country.

A quality representation of 250 years of U.S. history must acknowledge that there really is not
a unified or national narrative. The people who define our country today have complex and
inspirational stories to share, which do not all stem from the thirteen colonies. Particularly
here in the west, it includes stories of American territorial expansion, Mexican American
heritage, African cowboys and Buffalo soldiers, the huge impact of Asian immigrants on
transportation and commerce, and the destruction of indigenous cultures- people who are
now building new, stronger communities. Capturing all this diversity while also encouraging
our unity and community is a major challenge.

//In other words, we may all embrace
chicken soup and apple pie, but we also
love our pozole, empanadas, mutton stew

and frybread!//

Practically speaking, what that means
at the Presidio and Fort Lowell
Museums is to tell stories of individual
challenges, conflicts, and sacrifice
that define our local American
experience.

EMGLIEH, FREMCE, AND SPANISH SETTLEMENTS TO 1778 =
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Connecting events in the west
with the classic stories of 1776
Interpreting “America 250" in the
west presents particularly unique
challenges. Recently, our staff
attended the Western Museum
Association conference. One of the
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surprise themes of the get-together was the discovery that almost all Western museums are
struggling with how to create programming that is relevant and inspirational for this 250th
American anniversary.

As we all know, the events of 1776 in the thirteen colonies had little to do with the
experiences of people living here in the Tucson basin. In fact, one of our favorite talking
points when giving tours is to give people a frame of reference comparing the founding of
the Presidio San Agustin in 1775 to the events of American Independence in 1776. Many
visitors imagine these two experiences to be so totally different that they do not realize that
they take place at almost the same time.

The truth is, the traditional U.S. History curriculum that most of us learned is out of date.
Most U.S. history textbooks still spend little or no time on events happening in Indigenous
Territories/New Spain/New France until they get to Lewis and Clark; and there is little context
provided for how events across the continent relate to each other in time.

Our plan for the year is to present programs and activities that explore how the events
in our local region, in the 18th and 19th centuries compare to what was happening in the
East and how they informed the ultimate creation of the Arizona, New Mexico, and
California Territories.

Today’s national climate

Another question to consider is how to navigate the current polarization of our country. The
Presidio Trust has long sought to be a place that encourages a broadening of understanding
and perspectives when it comes to events of the past. In fact, our mission statement
includes the phrase “inviting conversation and discovery”.

//We strive to be a place where individuals
with differing beliefs can find common ground
in shared interests, or perhaps even find a way
to constructively explore how our past informs

our present.//

When it comes to our field trips, we also actively promote hands-on device free activities for
students AND their parents! It's good for the brain and it's good for building understanding!

So, despite the challenges, we plan to continue to focus on shared experiences, teaching a
sense of place, and sharing a wide variety of regional cultural traditions.

State-wide commission

Amid our own plans for 2026, the Presidio
Trust is also proud to be participating

in the Arizona 250 Commission which is
spearheaded by the Office of the Secretary
of State Adrian Fontes. Goals of this
commission include promoting a citizen's role
in democracy, promoting cooperation across
government branches, promoting tourism
and business in Arizona, and giving voice to
the need for historic and cultural preservation
across our state.

Image: The Official State of
Arizona 250 Logo.
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We are proud to be a part of the Arizona 250 Commission’s signature initiative, a traveling
exhibit of a replica Liberty Bell which will visit all fifteen counties before returning to

the Arizona State Capitol for permanent installation. The exhibit will feature engaging,
interactive exhibits on American and Arizona history: past, present, and future. More

details to comel!

Funding

The last challenge to mention is the unfortunate lack of funding for museums and for
their interpretation of America 250, which is happening nationwide. Much like with the
Celebration of Tucson / S cuk-son 250+ we will be relying on corporate and community

contributions to support special programming for the year.

We look forward to this coming year as we navigate these challenges and also tell our
unifying story. Let's come together to celebrate our shared American experience, for all of

the successes and failures. We hope to see you in 2026 at both museums!

Sincerely,
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Amy Hartmann-Gordon
Executive Director, Tucson Presidio Trust

Join us for the Presidio and Fort Lowell Museum Members'
Book Club! Meetings are held monthly. Previous books have
included Death Comes for the Archbishop by Willa Cather, The
Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver, and The Hummingbird's
Daughter by Luis Alberto Urrea.

Mﬁ%

Contact Felix Brigham, felixb@tucsonpresidio.com,
for more information!
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Presidio San Agustin del Tucson
Assisted the American Revolution

* Kk K

By Dr. Abraham (Rudy) Byrd

As a boy here in Tucson, | always had a passion for history. | learned about
the American Revolution and France’s involvement and support, but not
much more than that. Certainly nothing about Spain’s involvement or about
the involvement of the tiny Presidio San Agustin del Tucsén. So the relatively
recent recognition of a donativo (donation) was a revelation. This donativo
has allowed Tucsonenses a claim to the American Revolution that is relatively
unique for communities west of the Mississippi.

It is a surprising story, a major part of which has only recently
come to light. In 1780, King Carlos tercera (Charles Ill) of Spain .

requested a donativo, from all the far-flung parts of the Spanish it “,l}i{"\li:" e
realm. These funds would be used to support the American EE gL ¥R wAxE S,
revolutionaries in their fight against their common enemy, Great G
Britain. As part of the donativo, the people of the tiny Presidio of
Tucson sent 459 silver pesos (22,800 from all of Pimeria Alta).

But — that turns out to be only the first part of the story! :

So, what happened to that money? And how much was collected? 3
In researching this | came across two fascinating articles: First, S

“The Donativos: Finding the Silver that Dropped through i B

the Floor” by Molly Long Fernandez de Mesa and her sister,

Mary Anthony Long Startz, in a recent article published by Image: The title page of the royal decree
the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) that “follows issued on August 17, 1780, by Carlos i,
the money,” reporting on the work of two indomitable not- King of Spain. The three-page document
so-amateur DAR historians who spent months in the Mexican summarizes the King’s request of his
National Archives in Mexico City ferreting out and documenting subjects to come forth with a one-time
the ancient lists of moneys collected from all over Nueva Esparia donation to the war effort from the

“continuous insults from the British.”
Credit: https://www.unveilingmemories.com/events/

(we still do not have Tucson’s list but maybe there is hope now!)
The Viceroy ultimately collected over 5 million pesos, much of it T P MRS, e B0 00 o BRI
from the donativos. So, what did the King do with that money? the-floor/

In the second article in the Journal of the American Revolution,
Sep 11, 2025: “Francisco de Saavedra de Sangronis: A Spaniard’s
Pivotal Role in the Yorktown Triumph”, by Richard J. Werther,

we learn that the King of Spain sent Spanish envoy Francisco de
Saavedra to Havana, Cuba in 1780-81, to consult with and assist
the French Navy with the War against Great Britain.

Continued on page 8
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Photo Credit: Gerald Lamb.
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DAR State Regent Sarah Ziker presents Monica Smith, a direct descendant of Tucson Presidio inhabitants

with a plaque acknowledging “Los Descendientes” as members of DAR. On the left is former State
Representative Laura Terech, who is currently serving on the Arizona 250 Planning Committee.

When French Admiral de Grasse arrives in Havana in June of 1781 he has two problems:
he has insufficient funds to pay his troops, get supplies, and resupply the Americans;

he is also charged with simultaneously assisting Rochambeau and the Americans, while
defending French possessions in the Caribbean (Guadaloupe, Martinique, etc.) against
the British. This would require dividing his fleet of ships of the line. For the monetary
problem, there is a ship coming from Spain with sufficient funds to easily accomplish the
monetary requirements — but it has not come. And does not come.

Finally, realizing they are out of time, Saavedra tells de Grasse that the Spanish will
guard the French, as well as the Spanish possessions, in the Caribbean, so he does not
have to divide his fleet. He can thus proceed with taking his whole fleet to the American
coast (and ultimately the Chesapeake) to aid Rochambeau and the Americans under
Washington. AND, Saavedra promises he will send a fast ship after them with the money
when it arrives.

De Grasse departs with his fleet. And Saavedra waits. But with the money still not
arriving, Saavedra finds a creative solution. He makes a deal with the rich merchants and
landowners in Havana for a loan and collects about 200,000 pesos. He takes the money
with a sloop, through the Bermuda Triangle during hurricane season and miraculously
gets it to deGrasse in time! He arrives and resupplies the French and Americans. And
pays them.

Meanwhile, the British know the French are coming, but also are confident that deGrasse
will have to divide his fleet and cannot afford to send more than ten ships of the line to
support the Americans. So British Admiral Graves is sent to the Chesapeake Coast with
nineteen ships, easily more than enough to overpower the reduced French fleet.

On September 5, 1781, the two navies confronted each other in the Battle of the Capes.
But the French fleet, far from being reduced, now has twenty-eight ships of the line,
compared with the British nineteen. The French hold off the British, and after one day of
battle, the British decide to cut their losses and sail back to New York. Washington and

-
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Members of Los Descendientes, descendants of the inhabitants of
the Tucson Presidio, at the DAR ceremony.

Rochambeau bottle Cornwallis up in Yorktown and he is forced to surrender
on October 19, 1781.

The donativo money from the tiny Presidio and community of Tucsén, along
with hundreds of other donations, formed the backbone of the funds that
were used by Spain to accomplish this.

So, | ask you: what would have happened if deGrasse had not been
resupplied, and had to divide his fleet and face the British with inferior
numbers? And if he had lost, would not the British have then rescued Cornwallis? And if MO'?fca Smith and her son,
Cornwallis had not had to surrender and was able to leave Yorktown with his army intact, ~ Christopher Herrera, members

- o of Los Descendientes and a
what would have happened to the American Revolution? b e (e st

"For want of a nail, a shoe was lost; for want of a shoe, a horse was lost; for want of a the sign commemorating the
horse a messenger was lost, for want of a messenger...” Presidio’s donativo. Donated

: ) ) ) to the Tucson Presidio Trust by
So, if anyone tells.you that we, in Tucson and the Southwest, had nothing to do with the the Daughters of the American
American Revolution, tell them this story. Revolution.

About the Author Abraham R. Byrd Ill, M.D.

Dr. “Rudy” Byrd is a native Tucsonan and graduate of the University of Arizona
College of Medicine. He has spent his career in private practice. He has a
longstanding interest in history and genealogy. In addition to participating in the
Presidio garrison as the barber surgeon, he is a former President and a current
member of the Tucson Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution and a former
Surgeon General of the National Society. He lives in Tucson with his wife and son.

On October 25, 2025, Dr. Byrd gave a presentation on this topic at the dedication
ceremony of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) marker at the
Presidio Museum.
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The Turquoise Trail Comes of Age

By Gayle Hartmann
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Photo Credit: mdurson via iStock Photo

This year, The Turquoise Trail (originally called the Presidio Trail)
turned 20 years old.

How did The Turquoise Trail come to be? In part it began when City of Tucson
employee Randy Emerson introduced me to my future friend and fellow
Tucson Presidio Trust Board Member, attorney Marjorie Cunningham. In the
spring of 2005, she came to me with an idea after a recent trip to Boston. She
had walked the brick path that is called The Freedom Trail, which highlights
Boston’s Colonial history. She had the idea that a similar trail could be created
in downtown Tucson to highlight our unique, multicultural past.

With the help of Tucson Presidio Trust volunteers, especially Sybil Needham,
we finalized a route through downtown and wrote text for a brochure.

The result was a loop trail about 22 miles in length that highlights historic
structures and locations. We wanted the trail to be very user friendly, so we
identified about twenty local restaurants on or near the trail.

We then located a superb local artist, Wolf Forrest, who drew a unique
rendering of downtown Tucson, as a map, and we hired graphic artist Lori
Lieber, who designed the brochure.

]
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Funding...always a challenge. We started by just asking our
friends and collected about a dozen generous donations to
get the project started (thanks Tucson friends!) In fact, for
the first printing, the only public money we received was
from what was then the Metropolitan Tucson Convention
and Visitors’ Bureau (MTCVB, now called Visit Tucson). Even
today, the printing of maps every few years is funded
mostly by Presidio Museum donors with some support
from Visit Tucson.

Then we went to Tucson Mayor Robert Walkup and the
Tucson City Council to present the idea of a painted line on
downtown sidewalks. We received unanimous support, and
the Mayor and Council authorized the Tucson Department
of Transportation to paint the line. Completely by
happenstance, the available paint that they had was blue.

//Thus, although the original
name was The Presidio Trail
(because the trail started
and ended at the site of the
about-to-be constructed
Presidio Museum), the
Arizona Daily Star started to
refer to it as The Turquoise
Trail and the name stuck.//

Highlights along the trail are the Mormon Battalion and
Soldado de Cuera statues in Presidio Park, signs that point
to Tumamoc Hill and “A” Mountain, Carrillo Gardens,
Armory Park, where soldiers camped during and after the
Civil War, and the Hotel Congress.

Rt

Original artwork by Wolf Forrest of the first “Presidio Trail”
map made in 2005

aASfik oy

Tucson tourism has changed

a lot in twenty years, in our
opinion, for the better. We like
to share the story of our pitch
to the Metropolitan Tucson
Convention and Visitors
Bureau (MTCVB). After
securing an appointment with
the CEO and COO, Margie
and I presented the Presidio
Trail map and asked for their
support. They seemed to
perceive us as two “kooky”
ladies and politely declined
saying, “Well, Tucson tourism
is about sun, golf, and resorts.
Who would want to do this?”

Thankfully Felipe Garcia, a
staffer at the Bureau who had
a tiny budget for “Mexico
trade”, took on the project
and contributed a portion of
the printing cost to help it
launch. We owe a big thanks
to Felipe, who even 20 years
ago, saw the potential of the
project to promote cultural
tourism here in Tucson.

Others saw it too, and today,
Felipe is CEO of Visit Tucson
(formerly MTCVB).

AL
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While the Presidio Museum
staff have stewarded the upkeep
of the Turquoise Trail, the
truth is that the many walking
tours now offered through the
Presidio Museum were partly a
Covid accident. During Covid,
everyone wanted to get out and
do outdoor activities. Outdoor
walks including guided
Turquoise Trail walks became
very popular and we quickly
realized there was so much
more to add.

In partnership with
talented local tour
guides Mauro Trejo,
Dorothy Yanez and
Alan Kruse, the
museum offers many
guided tours including
of Barrio Viejo, Main
Avenue, Downtown
Murals, Fort Lowell
Historic Sites and
many more.

(-

At age 20, The Turquoise Trail is alive and well; over 200,000 thousand
brochures have been printed and distributed to visitors and locals.
Over the last 20 years the maintenance and upkeep of the trail have
been stewarded by Presidio Museum staff including our recently retired
Marketing Director, April Bourie, and now our staff historian and walking
tour guide Mauro Trejo, along with walking tour guide Dorothy Yanez.

Although there have always been guided walks downtown, we like to
think that The Turquoise Trail is the “mother” of them all including the
many popular walks currently offered through the museum. It is our
hope that The Turquoise Trail and its several offspring will live long into
the future sharing information and celebrating our unique heritage.

About the Author

Gayle Hartmann was a long-serving Trustee of the Board of the Tucson
Presidio Trust (TPT) and served as its fourth President; she is still a museum
member. Her daughter, Amy, is the Executive Director of TPT (the Presidio
Museum and Fort Lowell Museum), following her mother’s path.

Gayle’s partner on the Turquoise Trail project, Margie Cunningham, was also
a long-serving Trustee of the Board of the Tucson Presidio Trust and served
as its fifth President, she is also still a museum member. Her son, Paul,
continues the family tradition of community activism, currently serving on
the Tucson City Council.

Cﬁmzé L

Twentieth Anniversary

of the Turquoise Trail

Reception and Fundraiser Walk
Sunday, April 19th

8:30 am: Coffee reception in the Territorial Patio at
the Presidio Museum

9:15 am: Walk along the Trail. Pre-registration
required at www.TucsonPresidio.com

11 am-12 pm: Mimosa reception for returning walkers.
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Ceksan Royalty

By Ginger Thompson

This past October, | had the honor of being invited to act as a
judge for the Miss Wa:k Ceksar Pageant.

Pageants have become an integral part of indigenous
communities across the United States. The events benefit
indigenous girls, women, and their communities in many
ways. They contribute to cultural preservation, language
revitalization and preservation, and stronger communities.

The first pageant in the Tohono O’odham Nation took place
in the 1970s. As the importance of pageants grew, districts
within the Tohono O’odham Nation incorporated pageants
into their local communities. The Miss Wa:k Ceksafi Pageant
takes place in the Wa:k Ceksari (San Xavier District) of the
Tohono O’'odham Nation.

Pageants offer the contestants the opportunity to gain skills
that can help with both their personal and professional lives.
The work that goes into preparing for the pageants includes
learning about their culture, their language, and their families
in great detail. Most, if not all, contestants come out of the
pageant feeling proud of their heritage and having a stronger
sense of cultural identity.

The winners act as ambassadors for their communities by
traveling and participating in events around the country. They
have the opportunity to meet people they may not otherwise
meet and to share cultural information. They are also able to
create networks that can assist them in their future careers. In
addition they develop leadership skills, confidence, and public
speaking skills.

Photos above Courtesy of Ginger Thompson

The process to choose a winner involved several steps
including private interviews, talent, fashion, and introductions
done in both O’'odham and English that included information

<
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Photo Courtesy of Ginger Thompson

The Wa:k Ceksai Royal Court 2025-2026!

Miss Wa:k Ceksaii - Leilani Preston

Jr. Miss Wa:k Ceksari - Maylina Lawson
Ist Attendant - Marianna Valles

Lil Miss Wa:k Ceksari - Airra Lopez

Ist Attendant - Ava Lopez

2nd Attendant - Noelle Tenario

(-

about their lineage. Each category was broken into two parts,
modern and traditional.

They showcased a variety of talents such as dancing,
demonstrating how to make frybread, and singing modern
and traditional songs. One contestant sang “Golden” from the
Netflix movie “KPop Demon Hunters” as her modern talent.

One of the most creative performances came from Leilani
Preston (Miss Wa:k Ceksari). She danced to the "Cha Cha Slide”
with some of her friends. They wore all black with glow sticks
taped to their clothes. Once the lights were turned off, we
could see that the glow sticks made them look like dancing stick
figures. It was obvious that each contestant worked hard in the
days leading up to the pageant.

The winners received crowns made from native plants, such

as Devil's Claw, that were woven by a local basket maker. They
will keep their crown once their reign is complete. Every year a
respected male member of the community is chosen to place the
crown, and he will also act as their Godfather during their reign.
This year San Xavier District Councilman Manny Martinez was
chosen.

Once the winners were chosen and crowns had been placed, the
outgoing Wa:k Ceksafi royalty presented their experiences and
congratulated the incoming court. Several members of royalty
from other indigenous communities in Arizona participated in
the event to share in the moment. They introduced themselves
in their traditional languages and in English. These introductions
also included information about their lineage. Many tears were
shed by both the outgoing and the incoming royalty.

It was not what most people think of when they hear the words
“beauty pageant”, me included. While every single contestant
was beautiful, physical beauty was not the focus. This pageant
focused on the person and their ability to retain their traditional
values while living in the modern world. There was a sense of
community that | had never seen before and one thing every
contestant had in common was a desire to make their community
a better place.

Thank you to the “"Miss Wa:k Ceksan”
committee. | will always be thankful to have
had this opportunity.

About the Author

Ginger Thompson serves as Curator of Public History for the Tucson
Presidio Trust’s two museums. Ginger is a graduate of the University
of Arizona with a B.A. in Anthropology and a minor in American
Indian Studies. With a professional background in archaeology and an
interest in indigenous cultures she works with local museums, as well
as community and tribal organizations to plan activities, events, and
displays, many of which have an indigenous focus.
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SAN AGUSTIN
DEL TUCSON

MUSEUM

Salon and Saloon
Lecture Series

Beginning in January 2026, Salon and Saloon presentations
will be held at Barrio Brewing 800 E. 16th St, Tucson, AZ in the
IPA room. Food and drink will be available to order. For more
information or to register visit: tucsonpresidio.com/lectures/

Danger Road: The Perils of Travel
Through the Sonoita Valley

Saturday, Jan. 17, 2-3:30 p.m.

Rick Collins will discuss how the Sonoita area was once a “no
man’s land” and yet it defined southern Arizona in the 18th
and 19th centuries. Though today it is known as wine country
and a scenic wonder, both people and nature have historically
made the region dangerous.

Pioneer African Americans of
Pima County, Arizona Territory

Saturday, Feb. 21, 2-3:30 p.m.

Homer Thiel will bring to light the lives of African American
pioneers, who have largely been ignored in the published
histories of the region. He has sought to identify these
individuals and prepare biographical sketches for them.

Baseball in Arizona (1860 to statehood)
Saturday, Mar. 21, 2-3:30 p.m.

Mike Anderson will explain how military posts brought
America’s favorite pastime, baseball, to Arizona in the 1860s,
and by the 1880s, the game had really taken hold. Historian
Mike Anderson will talk about Arizona’s colorful baseball
history up to Arizona’s Statehood in 1912.

Spain in the American Revolution
Saturday, Apr. 18, 2-3:30 pm

While most people know about the role of France and
Germany in the American Revolution, Mauro Trejo will discuss
how Spain helped the patriots in their fight for independence
from England

Cultural Events

Included in regular admission. Free with membership. For
more information visit: tucsonpresidio.com/living-history-
days-cultural-events/

Native Nations Day
Saturday, Apr. 18, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

See back cover.

Living History

Included with regular admission. Free with membership, For
more information visit: tucsonpresidio.com/living-history-days-
cultural-events/

Trades, Skills, Arts, and Crafts
of the Historic Southwest

Saturday, Jan. 10, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Visitors will gain an in-depth understanding of the diverse job
roles held by men and women in the 18th and 19th centuries.
The event also features some of the skills, arts, and crafts
that originated from being part of New Spain, Mexico, and
Territorial Arizona.

Arizona Statehood Day

Saturday, Feb. 14, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

What makes Arizona, Arizona? What role did Spain play in the
American Revolution?

Join us in a celebration of Arizona’s statehood and the United
States’ 250th anniversary! Follow the journey to statehood
with a scavenger hunt around the Presidio. Learn how Spain
impacted the American Revolution.

- ———— . - - 4=
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Workshops

Pre-registration required. For more
information or to register visit: tucsonpresidio.
com/presidio-museum-workshops/

Candle-making Workshop

Sunday, Jan. 11, 10-11:30 a.m.
$70 member | $80 non-member
Pre-registration required

Join Danielle Silvestri, owner of Dante’s Flame
Candle Co, as she walks participants through
the process of creating candles using all
natural ingredients. Participants will use clean
burning 100% soy wax and cotton wicks to
craft beautiful tin candles from start to finish.
Danielle will guide participants in the selection
and combination of fragrances, allowing
participants to craft unique and personal
scents. Each participant will leave with three
custom 4 oz tin candles, perfect for keeping or

gifting.

Frybread Workshop

Saturday, Feb. 21,

10 a.m.-12 p.m.

$45 member | $55 non-member
Pre-registration required

Join Sherrie Cruz of Sheri’s Traditional Foods
to learn the art of making Tohono O'odham
frybread. Growing up on the Tohono O’odham
reservation in Santa Rosa Village, Sherrie
learned how to make frybread from her mother
and grandmother. Today, she continues the
tradition for her children and grandchildren. A
beloved staple, frybread is both delicious and
versatile.

Sherrie will walk participants through the
process of making frybread from scratch
and assist everyone in frying the dough.
Participants will take away 3-4 pieces of
frybread and a recipe card to make more at
home.

Cochineal Workshop

Saturday, Feb. 28, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
$20 member | $25 non-member
Pre-registration required

Have you ever
wondered about
the white fluff found
on prickly pear
cacti? Join Andrew
Lettes, the Sonoran
Scientist, for a
hands-on workshop
that uncovers the
interesting world

of cochineal. This tiny insect is indigenous

to the Southwest and Mexico. It produces
vibrant red or purple dye that has been used
for thousands of years to dye both wool and
cotton fibers.

Program participants will learn the rich history
and interesting science of cochineal. Everyone
will experiment with cochineal to achieve
different colors, paint with various shades, and
take home a hand dyed cochineal friendship
bracelet kit. Special thanks to the Tucson
Handweavers and Spinners Guild!

A

e

El Presidio Real

14



T

Tohono O'odham Utilitarian Vessel
Pottery Workshop

Thursday, Mar. 5, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
$55 member | $65 non-member

Pre-registration required

Join Tohono O’'odham potter, Kathleen
Vance, as she teaches how to make traditional
utilitarian vessels. Using all-natural white

clay that she personally digs and prepares,
Kathleen will guide participants through the
paddle-and-anvil method, demonstrating
how to shape the vessel’s walls with hand
rolled coils. Each participant will be provided
with enough clay to create their own clay pot
gathered and cleaned by Kathleen herself.

*Note*: The Presidio Museum cannot fire
pottery on site. Instructions will be provided
for firing or air drying at home.

Nopalitos (Prickly Pear) Workshop
Saturday, Mar. 7, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
$45 member | $55 non-member
Pre-registration required

For over a millennia, the pads of the prickly

pear cactus have fed millions of people and
animals, offering life-sustaining calories,

vitamins, calcium, and a host of other minerals.

Join Carolyn Niethammer, author of The

Prickly Pear Cookbook to learn how to prepare

and cook prickly pear so they are ready to
incorporate into delicious dishes.

Spanish Heritage Sourdough Bread
Workshop

Thursday, Mar. 26, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
$60 member | $70 non-member

Learn the process of creating delicious and
healthy sourdough bread from scratch from
local baker, Marea Jenness. Whether you're a
beginner or a seasoned baker, this workshop
is perfect for anyone looking to master the art
of sourdough bread making. Participants will
go home with a jar of sourdough starter and a
loaf of sourdough bread to bake in their own
kitchen, as well as a recipe for maintaining the
sourdough starter.
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Tour guide Mauro Trejo

(-

Presidio
Neighborhood
and Downtown
Area Walking

Tours

Pre-registration required for all walking tours.
Check our website for walking tour dates and
registration at
tucsonpresidio.com/walking-tours/

Armory Park Neighborhood

$20 member | $35 non-member
Pre-registration required

Discover the history of Armory Park, just
south of Broadway and east of Stone, where
development began with the railroad'’s arrival
in 1880.

This 2-hour, 0.5-mile tour explores the
exteriors of historic public buildings—no
private homes—including the Blenman Inn,
Carnegie Free Library, Scottish Rite Cathedral,
Safford School, Willard Hotel, and the Temple
of Music and Art. You'll also learn about
notable figures like Charles River Drake,
Charles Blenman, Isabella Greenway, Mattie
Dreyfus Heineman, and architects Henry C.
Trost and A. G. Rockfellow. Pre-registration is
required.

Begins and ends across from the Blenman Inn,
204 S. Scott Ave.

Barrio Viejo

$20 member | $35 non-member
Pre-registration required

Explore Tucson's oldest neighborhood and
the largest collection of Sonoran row houses
in the United States. For over a century, Barrio
Viejo (Old Neighborhood) was the heart of
Tucson's social, economic, and cultural life.
This 120-minute, 1-mile walk includes stories
about the people, businesses, architecture,
and cultures that gave birth to the modern
culture of Tucson.

Optional Add-On: For an additional $15, join
your guide for a post-tour conversation, a

margarita (or alternative), and a cheese crisp
at the historic El Minuto Café.

Begins and ends at Rosendo S. Perez Park,
424 S. Main Ave.

Death After Dark

$20 member | $35 non-member
Pre-registration required

Escape the heat and join us on a macabre,
after-dark tour that explores some of Tucson'’s
most memorable deaths. From executions to
suicides, and gunfights to accidents, this 2-mile
tour takes you back in time to uncover the city's
most fascinating tragedies. Pre-registration is
required.

Begins and ends at the Tucson Presidio
Museum, 196 N. Court Ave.

Mainly Murals

$20 member | $35 non-member
Pre-registration required

Discover Tucson's vibrant public art scene on a
guided two-mile walking tour of murals north
of Congress Street. Learn about the artists,
their inspirations, and the stories behind each
piece—with new additions added as they're
completed.

Begins and ends at the Tucson Presidio
Museum, 196 N. Court Ave.

Mansions of Main Avenue

$20 member [$35 non-member
Pre-registration required

Take a stroll down Main Avenue and view the
grand homes of the movers and shakers of
early Tucson, including:

Hiram and Petra Stevens, a prominent
merchant couple whose domestic life was

less than perfect. Sam Hughes, considered by
some the “father of Tucson” Annie Cheyney,
whose newly restored 1905 home was the
talk of the town Frank Hereford, the attorney
who represented the defendants in the Wham
Robbery.

While the tour will not enter the homes, the
striking architecture and rich history make this
ideal for those who prefer more storytelling
and less walking. This tour covers 0.25 miles in
2 hours.

Begins and ends in front of the Tucson
Museum of Art, 140 N. Main Ave.
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Murals & More in the 4th Ave District

$20 member | $35 non-member
Pre-registration required

Explore the unique blend of art, culture, and
history painted in the murals of Tucson'’s
historic 4th Avenue District. This walking tour
winds through alleyways filled with striking
murals, reflecting the city’s diverse artistic
influences—from traditional southwestern
motifs to contemporary urban styles. Learn
about the local artists behind these works,
uncover hidden gems, and discover stories that
bring Tucson's streets to life.

Begins at the front entrance of Corbett's,
located at 7th St. & 5th Ave.

Pioneer Women

$20 member | $35 non-member
Pre-registration required

Discover the lives of the
pioneer women who
helped shape Tucson'’s
history. Attendees will
view the outside of their
homes and learn about
their lives. Some of the
women covered include:
Sarah Sorin, the first
female attorney to appear
before the U.S. Supreme Court

Unassisted and Gladys Franklin, active with
historic and artistic endeavors in Tucson; she
died at age 89 in the same room she was born
in.

This tour is ideal for those who enjoy more
storytelling and less walking, as it covers 0.25
miles in 2 hours.

Begins and ends in front of the Tucson
Museum of Art, 140 N. Main Ave.

Santa Cruz River History

$25 member | $40 non-member
Pre-registration required

Discover how the Santa Cruz River supported
Tucson's earliest communities—and what led
to its decline. This 2-hour, 2-mile walking tour
begins at Mission Garden and includes the
sites of a former Spanish mission and O'odham
village. Visit Tucson'’s tallest tree and the
Garden of Gethsemane, a holy site of statues
created in the 1940s by WWI veteran Felix
Lucero.

Begins and ends at Mission Garden, 946 W.
Mission Lane.

Turquoise Trail

$20 member | $35 non-member
Pre-registration required

Explore Tucson'’s rich history on a guided
walking tour along the Turquoise Trail, a
2.5-mile loop through Downtown marked

by a painted turquoise line. Your guide will
share stories of Tucson'’s early days, historic
buildings, and the people who helped shape
the city’s legacy.

Begins and ends at the Tucson Presidio
Museum, 196 N. Court Ave.

Turquoise Trail Highlights Tour

$20 member | $35 non-member
Pre-registration required

Join a local guide for a 2-mile walking tour
along Tucson'’s historic Turquoise Trail—a
path marked by a turquoise line painted on
the sidewalk. This loop explores the heart
of downtown Tucson, highlighting Spanish
Colonial architecture, key historic landmarks,
and stories dating back to 1775. This slightly
shortened tour covers stops 1-14 on the trail
before returning to the museum via Church
Avenue.

Begins and ends at the Tucson Presidio
Museum, 196 N. Court Ave.
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Coffee with a...

First Saturday of the month
(October- April) 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Join us for coffee and a conversation and/or a
tour with an expert in their field. Conversation

and coffee included in regular admission, free
for members.

Coffee with a... Naturalist
Saturday, Jan. 3, 10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

Learn about the ecology of the Fort Lowell
Park area with a member of the Sabino Canyon
Volunteer Naturalists.

18

Gt ELo),

Visit https://tucsonpresidio.com/fort-lowell/ for more information.

A~ Tucson
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Coffee with a... Museum Director
Saturday, Feb. 7, 10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

Join Lori Shepard, Executive Director of

the Tucson Jewish Museum and Holocaust
Center, for a brief discussion about the “Jewish
Pioneers in Tucson”.

Coffee with a... Archaeologist
Saturday, Mar. 7, 10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

Join Homer Thiel from Desert Archaeology, Inc.
for a discussion on the archaeology of the Fort
Lowell area.

Coffee with a... Naturalist
Saturday, Apr. 4, 10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

A representative from the Tucson Bird Alliance
will discuss the spring bird migration in the Fort
Lowell Park area, followed by a bird walk.

Storytime for the Littles

Third Saturday of the month
(October-April). 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

Included in regular admission or free with a family membership.

For up to date information visit
tucsonpresidio.com/daily-activities-fort-lowell/
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History in the Park

Fourth Saturday of the month
(October-April). 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Included in regular admission. Free with a membership. All
History in the Park events include hands-on activities for
visitors of all ages!

For more information visit tucsonpresidio.com/history-in-the-
park-events/

Life in the Old West
Saturday, Jan. 24, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Ever wonder about life in the Old West? See how people
lived, worked, and played in historic Tucson. Visitors can learn
about various positions in the army, which include the camp
cooks, cavalry, blacksmith, and infantry. Civilian life will also
be represented as visitors can take on our faro dealer, learn
about Tucson'’s first professional teacher, Mining, the hazards
of being a housewife, and the life of a peddler.

Cannon firings by the 3rd US Battery A at 10:30 a.m. and 12:30
p.m.!

Experience the music of the time period with an 11 a.m.
concert by the 4th Cavalry Regimental Band of Fort Lowell.

Fort Lowell Day

Saturday, Mar. 28, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

This annual tradition is hosted by the Fort Lowell
Neighborhood, with support from the Fort Lowell Museum.
It celebrates the history of the neighborhood and its many
residents over several centuries.

Event will include:
4th Cavalry Regimental Band
Vintage Baseball Games

Greater Southern Arizona Chapter of Buffalo Soldiers, 3rd US
Battery A

Modern Marvels: 19th Century Innovations

Saturday, Apr. 25, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

The 21st century saw a life-changing technological revolution,
but we are not the first ones to experience this. Progress hit
hard and fast in the second half of the 1800s.

A

Fort Lowell Park
Walking Tour

Pre-registration required for all walking tours.

Visit tucsonpresidio.com/walking-tours/ for more information
and to register.

$20 member | $35 non-member
Pre-registration required

Before Davis Monthan, there was Fort Lowell! The Fort Lowell
Museum walking tour covers the history of the land, people,
and fort structures that played a huge part in the development
of modern Tucson during the Apache Wars, America’s longest-
running military conflict. This 2-hour leisurely walk is just

under a mile and begins and ends at the Fort Museum. The
tour will feature the adobe ruins of fort structures such as the
Quartermasters Building, Officers’ Quarters, Post Barracks and
the Fort Hospital. Admission to the museum is included with
the tour.

Begins at the Fort Lowell Museum.

*There will be a significant amount of walking and standing.
No water or restrooms available at the museum; the park offers
fountains and public restrooms.

with Zocalo Events
Dandelion Cafe is Moving
The Dandelion Cafe, currently housed in the Presidio
Museum’s “duplex” property and managed by the

owners of Jojo's restaurant, is moving. But don't fear,
they are only moving across the street onto the Jojo's

property (Monsoon Room) where they will continue
to serve coffee and treats, while also expanding their
breakfast menu. We encourage volunteers and visitors to
continue patronizing the cafe!

The Presidio Museum is proud to

announce a new partnership with

Zocalo Events. Zocalo will be housed

in the duplex space and will operate during museum off-
hours offering bar service within the duplex space and
occasional themed events within the Presidio complex.
This partnership will provide much needed revenue for
museum operations while also exposing the museum to a
new audience. Look for big changes on the corner of the
Presidio complex, at the beginning of 2026!
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Tucson Presidio Trust
196 N. Court Avenue
SAN AGUSTIN

DEL TUCSON
MUSEUM Tucson, AZ 85701

[FORT
LOWELL
VS ZYMUSEUM

NATIVE NATIONS DAY

At the Presidio Museum

Saturday, Apr. 18, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Included with regular admission.
Free with museum membership.

Celebrating 4,000+ years of
indigenous culture and history
through art, performances, and food!

Special Guest! Brandan Varela, Director of the

Old Pascua Museum and Yaqui Cultural Center, will
discuss the significance of the Deer Dance to Yaqui/
Yoeme culture.

Performances will include Old Pascua Yaqui Deer
Dancers and Wa:k Basket Dancers

Local indigenous artists will have a variety of items
for sale, such as basketry, jewelry, pottery, paintings,
digital art, and more! Don't forget the frybread!



