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I happen to be writing this article on August 20th, the official 
250th anniversary of the Presidio San Agustín del Tucson and 
our modern-day city. It has been a very busy week here. We 
have attended the Pima County Supervisors meeting where 
we accepted a proclamation by Chairman Rex Scott. The next 
day, a group of diverse community members attended the City 
of Tucson Mayor and Council meeting where we accepted a 
proclamation from Mayor Regina Romero. 

Today, many history lovers attended the opening of the fifty-year-
old time capsule at the Tucson Museum of Art. There, a remarkable collection of items was 
pulled from the ground, including a 1975 phonebook! The family of Tom Peterson (who 
organized the time capsule in 1975, may he rest in peace) was out in force to celebrate 
Tom and his career.

That was followed by an incredibly moving All Faiths Service at the San Augustine 
Cathedral. The service, organized by Presidio Museum board member, Reverend John 
Angiulo of Casa Adobes Congregational United Church of Christ, welcomed members 
of a variety of faiths to mark this historic milestone, offer a statement of reconciliation for 
past conflicts, and pray for a future with understanding and peace. 

Tomorrow, several community leaders are delivering special birth certificates to the 
hospitals for those lucky babies who will share their birthday with Tucson’s anniversary! 
And of course, in three days is the big event: the Celebration of All Things S-cuk Son / 
Tucson 250+.

By the time you read this, the festivities will be over and we will be looking forward to 
a new season. The Presidio Museum will continue offering Living History and Cultural 
Heritage events. Additionally, we are offering more personalized workshops. These have 
been a big hit with demand for more.  

Our bi-annual docent training is scheduled for Sept 27, Oct 4, Oct 11, and Oct 18. Both 
current and new volunteers are encouraged to sign up! (See page 3.) We also have 
refreshed our blog this summer. Check it out under the “About” tab on our website.

Look out for added programming at the Fort Lowell Museum, as the Tucson Presidio Trust 
enters our second full season there.  Our goals include integrating the museum more with 
the larger Fort Lowell Park and encouraging park visitors to see us as another amenity 
to visit...just like the splash pad or the tennis courts.  We are introducing a monthly story 
time for younger visitors.  A new Fort Lowell walking tour covering the history of the land, 
the people, and the fort structures will be offered regularly.   We are also introducing the 
“Coffee with a...”  Series. This will be a monthly casual conversation with an expert in their 
field. 

Finally, we are already looking ahead to spring for another 250th celebration—this time, 
the USA’s!  There is always something new to learn about our history and our community!

 

Amy Hartmann-Gordon  
Executive Director, Tucson Presidio Trust

Hello Tucson Presidio Trust Members:
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Faith leaders at the 250+ Multifaith Celebration included Catholic, Muslim, Bahai,  
Sikh, Jewish, Buddhist, Lutheran, O’odham, and more.

New Volunteers  
& Docents! 

We are excited to offer our bi-annual docent training this year! 

Journey with us through time and learn about the history and people 
of Tucson from experts in their fields.

Please check the website for registration information. 

Questions?  
Contact Ginger Thompson at gingert@tucsonpresidio.com. 

Training dates: Sept 27, Oct 4, Oct 11, and Oct 18 
9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
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Two bartenders waiting for customers in the Cactus Saloon. 
Photograph courtesy of the Heidel family.

In the Spring of 2025, Barrio Brewing Company unveiled the 
Presidio Pale Ale, a special limited-edition IPA celebrating the 
250th anniversary of the founding of the Presidio San Agustin 
del Tucson. 

This followed the publication of my new book, Saloon of Tucson, Arizona 
Territory, published by the Presidio Press. It chronicles the hundreds of saloons 
and their employees that existed in our community between 1860 and 1914  
(see advertisement on page 9).

By Homer Thiel
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Back during the Spanish and Mexican periods (1775-1856), we 
know that mescal, created from the heart of the agave plant, 
was made in Tucson. The arrival of Americans in 1856 resulted 
in both the importation of bottled alcoholic beverages and the 
brewing of beer. In March 1880, the Southern Pacific Railroad 
came to town and this allowed bottled and kegged beverages 
to be brought in at an even larger scale.

What was it like to go to a saloon in Tucson during the Territorial 
period? The Cactus Saloon provides an example. It opened in 
April 1884 across the street from the train depot, convenient for 
passengers waiting to board a train and those disembarking, 
as well as people working and living nearby. The saloon 
was owned by George Sicocan, an Austrian immigrant, and 
employed men as bartenders and porters. Porters, often African 
American men, ran errands, collected crates of bottled goods at 
the depot, and served as bouncers.

Like many of the Tucson saloons, a cold lunch was offered for 
free if you purchased a beer. “Always on hand, fresh made ham, 
cheese, sardine and sausage sandwiches at the Cactus.” A 
variety of alcoholic beverages were sold including W. J. Lemp’s 
and Rainier beer, wine, whiskey, liquors, and coffee.  

Photographs of the exterior and interior of the saloon 
provide details not found in newspaper articles. A large plate 
glass window fronted Toole Avenue, next to the front door. 
Advertisements were painted on the glass and nearby walls. 
Inside, the large wooden bar was positioned on the south side 
of the building. A brass rail was mounted along the front side, 
ceramic or brass spittoons were set along the bar, convenient 
for men expectorating. An 1898 Tucson ordinance required 
businesses to have spittoons as a measure to reduce the spread 
of tuberculosis. 

A Rainer Beer tap from  
the Cactus Saloon. 

Photograph courtesy of Robert Ciaccio.

Fragments of the Cactus Saloon 
front window with the letters N.Y., 
perhaps for a beverage from New 
York, and FOO, for the word food. 
Photograph courtesy of Robert Ciaccio.

Like many of the Tucson 
saloons, a cold lunch was 
offered for free if you 
purchased a beer.
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You may have already seen the massive mural 
of the saguaro that is adjacent to the Presidio 
Museum. This ten-story-tall artwork, called 
“Desert Colossus,” is now the largest mural in 
the state. Thanks to a very generous donation 
from Jeanne McDonald, and with support from 
Rio Nuevo Board Member Jannie Cox, we were 
able to work with the owners of the Transamerica 
building to have this painted by muralist Joe 
Pagac and his team. It is already an iconic symbol 
of Tucson and a beacon welcoming visitors to our 
Presidio!  

Additionally, we are happy to announce the 
completion of a mural along Court Avenue, 
by artist Bill Singleton. Singleton also did the 
centerpiece mural within the Presidio walls that 
depicts early life. This new mural, on the wall 
of the Tucson Museum of Art administration 
building, depicts a view from the original Presidio 
in the year 1800.  The viewer sees a flowing 
Santa Cruz River, Sentinel Peak (with no “A”), 
the San Agustin Mission, and the Convento. The 
mural was funded by Rio Nuevo and Visit Tucson 
in partnership with the Presidio Museum and the 
Tucson Museum of Art. 

It creates a welcoming entrance into the Presidio 
Historic Neighborhood for visitors to enjoy as 
they make their way to our museum.

Photos courtesy of Amy Hartmann-Gordon

  MURALS
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After 15 years of service, the Presidio Museum’s 
adobe blacksmith’s forge needed to be rebuilt. 

The forge, a visitor’s favorite, attracts people 
with its fire, the whooshing of its bellows, 
and the sound of hot iron hammered by our 
blacksmiths. After hundreds of hours enduring 
white-hot flame, the hearth was cracking and 
the clay crumbling. It was high time for some 
much-needed restoration.

A quick rebuilding of the hearth and replacing 
of the blowpipe in the forge wall might have 
sufficed—but not for our blacksmiths! Why 
fiddle with a few bricks when we can tear 
the whole forge down to the ground, and 
completely rebuild it? 

We took this opportunity to make modifications 
that had been on our minds for quite a while. 
The rebuilt forge is a third wider and a few 
inches taller than the old one, making for a 
bigger fire and less stooping while at work.

By Eric Thing and Bill Ganoe

The Presidio Museum extends a huge thank you to Eric 
Thing and Bill Ganoe.  As volunteer blacksmiths they 
have supported countless Living History events and 
children’s field trips over the last decade.  They built the 
original Presidio forge and have now taken the time, 
during the hot summer, to build a fresh new one.

FORGE  

  MURALS
Blacksmith photos courtesy of Kate Avalos

Forge photo courtesy of Amy Hartmann-Gordon
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A large mirror stood over the bar. In one photo a jaguar hide 
was draped over it, in another a clock and American flags were 
present. Nearby calendars and lithographed prints of women 
adorned the walls, which were apparently painted white. On 
either side of the mirror were shelves holding rows of alcoholic 
beverage bottles. Cigars were available for sale, but were kept 
behind the bar. A ceiling fan and gas light fixtures hung from 
the ceiling. Tables and chairs were positioned in the room, 
convenient for men playing poker and other games.

Movies, television shows, and Western novels frequently show 
bar fights. How accurate is this? Newspaper articles reveal that 
bartender F. Miller shot and killed an unruly customer in 1898. 
Bad checks were cashed in 1901, 1904, and 1906. In 1902 James 
Reilly cut William Ledger with a knife. In 1907 Albert Leonhardt 
showed customers his huge roll of bills and was murdered after 
he left the saloon. These were unusual, rare occurrences. Most 
patrons could expect to have a quiet, enjoyable drink or two.

In 2005, I led archaeological excavations at the location of the 
Cactus Saloon. We found an outhouse filled with trash discarded 
by saloon employees. Glassware recovered included tumblers, 
goblets, large beer mugs, and shot glasses. Bottles that were 
found included whiskey, wine, champagne, locally bottled 
soda, and milk. A surprise find was many shoe polish bottles, 
suggesting a shoeshine stand was present in the saloon.

Glassware and bottles recovered from the 
Cactus Saloon outhouse pit. 
Photograph courtesy of Homer Thiel.

Bottles from the Cactus Saloon. A Gordon’s 
gin, champagne or wine, two pumpkinseed 
whiskey flasks, a Ziegler’s Soda Works, and 
a shoe polish bottle.
Photograph courtesy of  Robert Ciaccio.

Patrons pose inside the Cactus Saloon. Can you spot the knife and the pistol?
Photograph courtesy of the Heidel family.
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Archaeologist Jenny Waters identified 
the animal bones found in the outhouse. 
Most common were cattle, mostly high-
quality beef cuts; followed by pig, sheep 
or goat, and chicken. These were likely 
the remnants of some of the lunches 
served to the saloon patrons. Plant 
remains were identified by archaeologist 
Michael Diehl who found mustard, 
raspberry, chili pepper, tomato, and 
grape seeds, probably condiments and 
sandwich fixings.

One thing absent in the photographs of 
the Cactus Saloon interior are women. In 
the 1880s women singers and musicians 
could work in Tucson saloons, but 
ordinances were passed in the 1890s 
preventing this work. It became socially 
unacceptable for women to enter 
saloons.

Women were allowed to vote shortly 
after Arizona became a state in 1912. 
The fall of 1914 saw a ballot measure to 
ban the sale and consumption of alcohol 
in the new state. While 
voters in Pima County 
voted to remain “Wet,” 
voters in Maricopa County 
and elsewhere voted for 
Prohibition, which passed 
largely due to the votes 
of women. The night of 
December 31, 1914, saw 
saloons packed with men 
enjoying the last legal 
drinks.

Today you can go to many 
bars and stores in Tucson 
and purchase a glass or 
six-pack of Presidio Pale 
Ale. A percentage of each 
purchase is being donated 
to support the Presidio 
Museum.

Available for purchase in the Presidio Museum gift shop for $35.00.
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Salon and Saloon 
Lecture Series 
Held at the Monsoon Room across from the 
Presidio Museum. Food and drink are NOT 
available until after the lecture. Jojo’s Restaurant 
and Monsoon Room will open at 4 pm. 

Murals North of Congress Street and 
Tucson’s 250th Birthday Murals with 
Dorothy Yanez
Saturday, Sept. 20, 2–3:30 p.m. 

The Trail to Anza: Forerunners
Saturday, Oct.18, 2–3:30 p.m.

The Bold, Brave Gutsy Women of 
Arizona’s Past
Saturday, Nov. 15 , 2–3:30 p.m.

Día de los Muertos Ofrenda
Oct. 25 – Nov. 9, 2025
Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) is 
a celebration welcoming lost loved ones, 
who visit with friends and family during 
the holiday. Ofrendas (altars) are set up to 
welcome the deceased with their favorite 
foods, games, photos of the deceased, and 
other favorites. 

In celebration of Día de los Muertos, the 
Presidio Museum will host ofrendas created 
by community members. Presidio staff, 
board members, and volunteers. Ofrendas 
will  honor veterans, friends & family of the 
Tucson Presidio Trust, and pets. Community 
participants are invited to participate with 
their own ofrenda. Contact Kate Avalos 
at katea@tucsonpresidio.com for more 
information.

Cultural Events
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Living History 
Remember Me/Recuerdame  
Living History
Saturday, Nov. 8, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Join us in honoring and remembering our 
loved ones. Family ofrendas (altars) will be on 
display.

Included with regular admission. 

Frontier Holidays
Saturday, Dec. 6, 10 a.m.–12 p.m.
Celebrate holiday traditions including Las 
Posadas (a singing procession of Mary and 
Joseph trying to find lodging before the 
birth of Christ), performed by the students of 
Carrillo K-5 Magnet School. The Tucson Jewish 
Museum & Holocaust Center will present 
Hanukkah activities. Santa Claus will be on 
hand for photos!

Do some Christmas shopping at the local 
author’s book fair!

Included with regular admission.

Workshops 
Spanish Heritage Sourdough Bread 
Workshop
Thursday, Sept. 25, 10 a.m.–12 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 11, 10 a.m.–12 p.m.
$70 member | $80 non-member
Enjoy the process of making sourdough 
bread from scratch. Baker, Marea Jenness, 
will teach you everything you need to know 
about sourdough starter using heritage White 
Sonora Wheat just like the Spanish brought to 
this area around 1640. 

Attendees will go home with a jar of 
sourdough starter and a loaf of sourdough 
bread to bake in their own kitchen, as well as a 
recipe for maintaining the sourdough starter.

Beyond Jelly: Prickly Pear Fruit 
Cooking Demonstration and Tasting
Friday, September 26, 9 a.m.–11 a.m.
$45 member | $55 non-member
It’s prickly pear fruit season! Join cookbook 
author Carolyn Niethammer in making juice 
as well as other recipes. Gain inspiration for 
including prickly pear in your own favorite 
recipes. Everybody gets to taste! Note: This 
workshop occurs towards the end of prickly 
pear season. We recommend harvesting and 
freezing prickly pear prior to the workshop 
to ensure you are able to use the recipes you 
learn.

Tohono O’odham Utilitarian Vessel 
Pottery Workshop
Thursday, Oct. 16, 10 a.m.–12 p.m.
$65 member | $75 non-member
Join Tohono O’odham potter, Kathleen 
Vance, as she teaches how to make traditional 
utilitarian vessels. You will use white clay that 
she personally digs and prepares. Kathleen 
will guide participants through the paddle-
and-anvil method, demonstrating how to 
shape the vessel’s walls with hand rolled coils. 
Each participant will create their own clay pot 
to take home.
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Paper Flower & Crown-Making 
Workshop
Sunday, Oct. 26, 10–11:30 a.m.  
and 1–2:30 p.m. 
$15 member | $20 non-member
Join historian and archaeologist Homer Thiel 
to explore the history of ofrendas and the role 
paper crowns played in Tucson’s mortuary 
customs. In this hands-on workshop, you will 
learn how to craft paper flowers and crowns—
perfect for wearing at the All-Souls Procession. 
All materials will be provided.

Holiday Cards Workshop
Sunday, Dec. 14, 10 a.m.–12 p.m.
$15 member | $20 non-member 
Want to make homemade holiday cards? In 
this workshop you will learn how to make four 
cards. John Gates will lead you through the 
creation of two watercolor cards. Homer Thiel 
will show you how to cut up paper and craft 
two more cards. All materials will be provided. 

Tucson Area 
Walking Tours

New! Public Art Tour  
+ Meet the Muralist
$50 member | $65 non-member
Join us on a new walking tour through 
downtown Tucson, featuring a different local 
muralist each month. Lined up for this fall 
are artists Ignacio Garcia, Camila Ibarra, Bill 
Singleton and more. Get an exclusive look 
into the creative process behind some of 
Tucson’s most iconic murals, with a stop at 
The Tucson Gallery to meet the muralist, 
followed by refreshments at a local café. 

Begins and ends at the Tucson Presidio 
Museum, 196 N. Court Ave.

See website for dates and times

Mural by Ignacio Garcia.
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New! Fort Lowell Park Walking Tour  
$20 member | $35 non-member
Before Davis Monthan, there was Fort Lowell! 
The Fort Lowell Museum walking tour covers 
the history of the land, people, and fort 
structures that played a huge part in the 
development of modern Tucson during the 
Apache Wars, America’s longest-running 
military conflict. This 2-hour leisurely walk is 
just under a mile and begins and ends at the 
Fort Museum. It will feature the adobe ruins 
of fort structures such as the Quartermasters 
Building, Officers’ Quarters, Post Barracks and 
the Fort Hospital. Admission to the museum is 
included with the tour. 

*Be prepared to be on your feet. No public 
water or restrooms are available at the 
museum, but the park offers fountains and 
public restrooms (next to the parking lot, by 
the Craycroft entrance).

Begins at the Fort Lowell Museum.

Armory Park Neighborhood
$20 member | $35 non-member
Discover the history of Armory Park, just 
south of Broadway and east of Stone, where 
development began with the railroad’s arrival 
in 1880.

This 2-hour, 0.5-mile tour explores the exteriors 
of historic public buildings–no private homes–
including the Blenman Inn, Carnegie Free 
Library, Scottish Rite Cathedral, Safford School, 
Willard Hotel, and the Temple of Music and 
Art. You’ll also learn about notable figures like 
Charles River Drake, Charles Blenman, Isabella 
Greenway, Mattie Dreyfus Heineman, and 
architects Henry C. Trost and A. G. Rockfellow. 
Pre-registration is required.

Begins and ends across from the Blenman Inn, 
204 S. Scott Ave.
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Barrio Viejo
$20 member | $35 non-member
Explore Tucson’s oldest neighborhood and 
the largest collection of Sonoran row houses 
in the United States. For over a century, Barrio 
Viejo (Old Neighborhood) was the heart of 
Tucson’s social, economic, and cultural life. 
This 120-minute, 1-mile walk includes stories 
about the people, businesses, architecture, and 
cultures that gave birth to the modern culture 
of Tucson. Pre-registration is required.

Optional Add-On: For an additional $15, join 
your guide for a post-tour conversation, a 
margarita (or alternative), and a cheese crisp at 
the historic El Minuto Café. 

Begins and ends at Rosendo S. Perez Park, 424 
S. Main Ave.

Tour guide 
Mauro Trejo

Court Street Cemetery Tour 
with Homer Thiel
$20 member | $35 non-member 
Join archaeologist Homer Thiel on 
a walk through the Court Street 
Cemetery, where approximately 
8,000 people were buried between 
1875 and 1909. When the cemetery 
closed, about half of the remains 
were reinterred elsewhere—the rest 
were left in place. This tour will guide 
you through the cemetery, highlight 
locations where remains have been 
discovered, and uncover the history of 
this often-forgotten site.

Begins at the southwest corner of 
Speedway & Stone.

Death After Dark
$20 member |  $35 non-member
Escape the heat and join us on a macabre, 
after-dark tour that explores some of Tucson’s 
most memorable deaths. From executions to 
suicides, and gunfights to accidents, this 2-mile 
tour takes you back in time to uncover the city’s 
most fascinating tragedies. Pre-registration is 
required.

Begins and ends at the Tucson Presidio 
Museum, 196 N. Court Ave.

Evergreen Cemetery
$20 member |  $35 non-member
Explore Tucson’s history through the stories 
of those buried at Evergreen Cemetery. After 
a general overview of local cemeteries, this 
2-hour, 0.5-mile tour visits select gravesites 
of notable figures, including Sam Hughes, 
photographer Henry Buehman, pioneer 
Larcena Pennington, legislator Harry Arizona 
Drachman, trailblazing attorney Sarah Herring 
Sorin, and Apache agent Thomas Jeffords. 
Begins and ends one block in from the 
entrance to the cemetery, N. Oracle Rd. & W. 
Fort Lowell Rd.

Mainly Murals
$20 member  | $35 non-member
Discover Tucson’s vibrant public art scene on a 
guided two-mile walking tour of murals north 
of Congress Street. Learn about the artists, 
their inspirations, and the stories behind each 
piece—with new additions added as they’re 
completed.

Begins and ends at the Tucson Presidio 
Museum, 196 N. Court Ave.

Photo: Homer Thiel
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Mansions of Main Avenue
$20 member |$35 non-member
Take a stroll down Main Avenue and view the 
grand homes of the movers and shakers of early 
Tucson, including:

Hiram and Petra Stevens, a prominent merchant 
couple whose domestic life was less than 
perfect. Sam Hughes, considered by some the 
“father of Tucson” Annie Cheyney, whose newly 
restored 1905 home was the talk of the town 
Frank Hereford, the attorney who represented 
the defendants in the Wham Robbery.

While the tour will not enter the homes, the 
striking architecture and rich history make this 
ideal for those who prefer more storytelling 
and less walking. This tour covers 0.25 miles in 
2 hours. 

Begins and ends in front of the Tucson Museum 
of Art, 140 N. Main Ave.

Modern Streetcar & Walking Tour
$30 member | $45 non-member 
Potentially one of the most significant events 
to occur in Tucson in many decades is the 
development of the modern streetcar, now 
called the Sun Link. Ride the streetcar from 
one end to the other, getting off at various 
points to explore. The total time spent on the 
streetcar (some sitting, some standing) is about 
1 hour. The walking portion covers about 1 
mile over uneven ground with multiple curbs 
and one flight of stairs. Please reach out to 
info@tucsonpresidio.com with accessibility 
questions. 

Begins and ends at the Mercado San Agustin, 
100 S. Avenida del Convento.

Murals & More in the 4th Ave District
$20 member | $35 non-member
Explore the unique blend of art, culture, and 
history painted in the murals of Tucson’s 
historic 4th Avenue District. This walking tour 
winds through alleyways filled with striking 
murals, reflecting the city’s diverse artistic 
influences—from traditional southwestern 
motifs to contemporary urban styles. Learn 
about the local artists behind these works, 
uncover hidden gems, and discover stories that 
bring Tucson’s streets to life. 

Begins at the front entrance of Corbett’s, 
located at 7th St. & 5th Ave.
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Pioneer Women
$20 member | $35 non-member
Discover the lives of the pioneer women who 
helped shape Tucson’s history. Attendees 
will view the outside of their homes and learn 
about their lives. Some of the women covered 
include:

Sarah Sorin, the first female attorney to appear 
before the U.S. Supreme Court 

Unassisted and Gladys Franklin, active with 
historic and artistic endeavors in Tucson; she 
died at age 89 in the same room she was born 
in. 

This tour is ideal for those who enjoy more 
storytelling and less walking, as it covers 0.25 
miles in 2 hours. 

Begins and ends in front of the Tucson Museum 
of Art, 140 N. Main Ave.

Santa Cruz River History
$25 member | $40 non-member
Discover how the Santa Cruz River supported 
Tucson’s earliest communities—and what led 
to its decline. This 2-hour, 2-mile walking tour 
begins at Mission Garden and includes the 
sites of a former Spanish mission and O’odham 
village. Visit Tucson’s tallest tree and the 
Garden of Gethsemane, a holy site of statues 
created in the 1940s by WWI veteran Felix 
Lucero. 

Begins and ends at Mission Garden, 946 W. 
Mission Lane.

Turquoise Trail
$20 member | $35 non-member
Explore Tucson’s rich history on a guided 
walking tour along the Turquoise Trail, a 
2.5-mile loop through Downtown marked 
by a painted turquoise line. Your guide will 
share stories of Tucson’s early days, historic 
buildings, and the people who helped shape 
the city’s legacy. 

Begins and ends at the Tucson Presidio 
Museum, 196 N. Court Ave.

Turquoise Trail Highlights Tour
$20 member | $35 non-member
Join a local guide for a 2-mile walking tour 
along Tucson’s historic Turquoise Trail—a 
path marked by a turquoise line painted on 
the sidewalk. This loop explores the heart 
of downtown Tucson, highlighting Spanish 
Colonial architecture, key historic landmarks, 
and stories dating back to 1775. This slightly 
shortened tour covers stops 1–14 on the trail 
before returning to the museum via Church 
Avenue. 

Begins and ends at the Tucson Presidio 
Museum, 196 N. Court Ave.

University of Arizona
$20 member | $35 non-member
After a discussion of the fascinating 
beginnings of the University in 1885, our 
guide will lead attendees on a 1.25-mile, 
2.5-hour walk of the historic core of campus 
beginning with the Main Gate and continuing 
in approximate chronological order. The 
architecture of the older buildings varies 
from Classical Revival to Italian and Spanish 
Romanesque. You will also visit newer 
landmarks such as the Women’s Plaza of 
Honor and the Student Union Memorial 
Center. The tour will end with a brief visit to 
the facade of the Arizona History Museum. 

Begins and ends at the south entrance of 
the Main Gate Garage, 815 E. 2nd Street 
(northeast corner of Euclid & 2nd St.).
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New Program! 
Coffee with a…  
Join us for a casual conversation and/or a tour 
with an expert in their field. Included in regular 
admission. 

Coffee With a Historian
Saturday, Oct. 4, 10:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m. 
Join local historian Mauro Trejo for a discussion 
about the history of the Apache in Tucson.

Coffee With a Buffalo Soldier
Saturday, Nov. 1, 10:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m. 
A representative from the Greater Southern 
Arizona Area Chapter will join us to discuss the 
history of the Buffalo Soldiers in Tucson.

New 
Program! 
Story time 
for littles
This event is perfect for 
4–7-year-olds but children of all 
ages are welcome. Included in 
regular admission. 

Thursday, Oct. 16,  
10:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m. 
Enjoy a reading of “Coco” followed by a Dia de 
los Muertos themed activity.  

Thursday, Nov. 20,  
10:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m. 
Enjoy a reading of Corn is Maize followed by an 
activity.

Thursday, Dec. 18,  
10:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m. 
Enjoy a reading of 12 Days of Christmas in 
Arizona followed by an activity

Visit www.FortLowellMuseum.org for more details.
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The Mysteries of Fort Lowell  
and Baseball
Saturday, Oct. 25, 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Was Fort Lowell haunted in 1900? What were 
some unsolved crimes connected to the fort? 
Ever hear of the 1919 Black Sox Scandal? 
Visitors can learn how crimes were solved 
circa 1900. Activities may include analyzing 
fingerprints, also enjoy 1860s vintage 
baseball games at Baseball Field 1 at Fort 
Lowell Park, played by teams in the Arizona 
Vintage Base Ball League.

Historic baseball games will run 
consecutively from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

    Bisbee Black Sox vs Tucson Saguaros

    Tucson Saguaros vs. Copper Queens

    Copper Queens vs Bisbee Black Sox

Life in the Old West
Saturday, Nov. 22, 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Ever wonder about life in the Old West? 
See how people lived, worked, and played 
in historic Tucson. Visitors can learn about 
various positions in the army, which could 
include the post surgeon, quartermaster, 
laundress, camp cooks, Apache Scouts, 
infantry, and cavalry. Civilians could get into 
mining, blacksmithing, teaching, ranching/
farming, and homemaking. To keep 
themselves entertained, people enjoyed 
baseball, gambling, music, and games. 

Experience the music of the time period 
with an 11 a.m. concert by the 4th Cavalry 
Regimental Band of Fort Lowell. 

History in the Park 
(included in regular admission)

18El Presidio Real



Tucson Presidio Trust  
(doing business as The Presidio Museum and the Fort Lowell Museum)

Administration Address

196 N. Court Avenue, Tucson, AZ 85701

Email: amyhg@TucsonPresidio.com    |    Tax ID: 86-0687426

Become a member and encourage a friend! 
Sign up for automatic renewal
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A Required Minimum Distribution 
(RMD) is an IRS-mandated amount 
of money that you must withdraw 
from traditional Individual Retirement 
Accounts (IRAs) or an employer-
sponsored retirement account (like 
most 401(k) and 403(b) plans) each 
year. In most cases the IRS requires 
you to start taking RMDs at age 70 
1/2.

A Qualified Charitable Donation 
(QCD) is a direct transfer of funds 
from your IRA custodian, payable to 
a qualified charity, like the Tucson 
Presidio Trust.  A QCD excludes the 
amount donated – up to $108,000 – 
from taxable income, unlike regular 
withdrawals from an IRA. Keeping 
your taxable income lower may reduce 
the impact to certain tax credits and 
deductions, including Social Security 
and Medicare. 

Qualified charitable 
distributions2

A donor-advised fund, or DAF, is a giving vehicle established at a public 
charity such as the Community Foundation for Southern Arizona or the Arizona 
Community Foundation. It allows you to set aside money for future charitable 
donations and received an immediate tax deduction. Later, at a time of your 
choosing you may recommend grants from the fund to a qualified charity of 
your choice. Consider setting up a DAF to which you donate annually, at tax-
time. You can later designate grants from this fund – hopefully for the Tucson 
Presidio Trust!

3  Donor-advised funds

We invite you to consider the Tucson Presidio Trust in your estate 
planning. Consider creating an endowed fund such as a charitable lead trusts 
or remainder trusts. Or consider designating the future proceeds of stocks or 
property. Any amount can make a difference! Reach out to an estate planning 
attorney or qualified financial advisor to discuss these options.

4  Planned giving: Charitable Trusts

Through the Presidio Museum’s website or with the enclosed envelope 
you can set up a regular donation that automatically renews at an interval 
of your choice. These kinds of donations are incredibly helpful as they allow 
non-profits to better forecast and they are easier on donors who don’t have to 
remember to renew or follow up!

5 Annual donations and automatic renewal

The first and best way to support the Presidio 
Museum is to be a member!  If you make one 

donation this year please make it a membership. 
This is the best way to stay in touch and also receive 
the information packed El Presidio Real newsletter. 
Also, sign up for automatic membership renewal of 
your membership. This really helps us to forecast and 
manage the budget and is one less thing you have to 
take care of each year!

1



Presidio San Agustín del Tucson
196 N. Court Avenue
Tucson, AZ 85701

Every month our blog takes a closer look at different stories 
being told at the Presidio Museum or Fort Lowell. It covers a 
range of topics from piracy and cochineal to the history of beer 
in Tucson to the role of army laundresses at Fort Lowell! Go to 
www.tucsonpresidio.com. Click on “About” and look for Blog 
in the menu.

Check out our blog!

Book Club for Presidio Trust Members Only 
Do you enjoy reading and history? Our first club meeting 
will be on Saturday, October 25th at 4pm at the Dandelion 
Café.  Our first book is Death Comes for the Archbishop by 
Willa Cather. Have any questions? Contact Felix Brigham at 
felixb@tucsonpresidio.com.

Member benefit


